FESTIVAL OF FAME 2011

 "WE LOVE IT WHEN A PLAN COMES TOGETHER...!"

The Joint production this year again proved the age old adage that we achieve great things when we work together. 

This year, the synergy resulting from the collaboration by the Dance, Drama and Art departments culminated in an outstanding joint production, that brought out the very best  in the directors, choreographers, actors, dancers, vocalists and artists. The musical was pure magic with many moments of sheer brilliance. 
The director, Wesley Deintje who wrote the script for Blue Moon Broads was assisted by Tiffany Hocking and both were involved in every detail and nuance of the production.  With Art HOD  Anthousa Sotiriades  and her staff at their side the set was bound to be innovative, but in the end surpassed all expectations. 

The cast was privileged to perform on a stage that was inspiring and glamorous from one scene to the next.  The Art students worked tirelessly with their teachers to transport the audience to an out- of- body Broadway experience. As is true of most productions, the creators of the props and set seldom get the accolades they deserve, almost as if mysterious elves sneaked in during the small hours of the night to get the job done!

 The dancers were  beautifully choreographed to enhance the musical. Thanks to Cassandra Parsons they looked spectacular. They danced divinely in every show throughout the week, often in three performances a day. They gave their all, under the expert professional guidance of Manuel Norambuena, Lauren Jones, Claudia Nel and Gillian Bonegio. 

 It is a reflection of the depth of talent at the NSA that we were able to field two complete rotating casts of 40 performers each over a period of 6 days. The audiences were spoilt for choice, as there was no favouring Cast A over Cast B. Both were flawless and uniquely different. Everybody involved in this production must be congratulated for raising the bar and delivering an excellent professional production that did us proud. Hats off to the leads, chorus, dancers and of course the percussion group.

A word of appreciation to John Holland who makes publicising and marketing of the Festival an absolute breeze.  Thank you Essie Esterhuysen for the amazing photographs of the Festival throughout the week in all the venues. A special thank you to  Rueben's grandparents,  Johan and Ria Aucamp, for the video tapes of the Gala Events and footage of activities all over the school grounds during the Festival week.
 NSA PERFORMANCES:

Acknowledgment and thanks go to the following educators and learners who contributed to the 2011 Festival Programme:

The classic novel, Animal Farm, by George Orwell, adapted for the stage by Phyllis Klotz, was directed by Doriaane  Alexander.  This allegory portrays the universal corruption of power in society. All the junior Drama students must be commended for their hard work and for delivering an excellent rendition of the play. 
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The magical Maze was an 'amazing', brand new experience at the Festival!  Our quadrangle was transformed by Ms Sotiriades, the Art teachers and learners into an intricate maze which tested everyone's GPS skills to find the exit in minimum time. This devious, mean creation was made by stacking Coca Cola crates in deceptive ways.  Mrs Toblib and young  Ms Natali managed to navigate the escape route in record time, but most of us and our visitors found it challenging.
Anti-Clockwise was created, written and directed by Rifumo Mdaka in Grade 12. This remarkable feat by the dedicated young creative talent was most impressive. His support team must be acknowledged for being a disciplined and dedicated unit which helped to make this production very successful.

Fashiobition was an innovative exhibition conceptualised by two Grade 12 Art learners, Aphelele Chonco and Neo Moffamere.  This original brainwave of combining Art, Dress design, Music and modelling was a first on the Festival Programme.  The imaginative outfits designed and made by the Art learners, had one theme in common:  real food.  Anything from broccoli, chillies, bananas, citrus and marshmallows were used in creating the outfits, providing a quirky, entertaining aspect which removed the theme from the mundane to a hugely entertaining hour on the daily programme. The live performances by vocalists, Refilwe Mano and Manilla Budu, added a whimsical charm to this event. Congratulations to the Art Department.

Psychedelia portrayed psychedelic rock music from the sixties and seventies. The Music Department provided foot-tapping entertainment by revisiting old classics by Credence Clearwater Revival, Janis Joplin, the Beatles etc.  Trevor Smith, the staff and students entertained the visitors daily, and the feedback received by the organisers was only complimentary.
The following shows were initiated and conceived by the learners who were assisted by staff members who showed great support and enthusiasm for the learners’ efforts:
· The Shoe Shine Guy  created, written and directed by Mbali Mazibuko and Reneiloe Ditshego, assisted by Mrs Thulkanam.
·  I'm gonna be just fine  conceptualised and directed by Nompumelelo Boto, assisted by Mrs Garmany.
·  Fashion shows which combined music and choreography, were Melangé by Kgabo Mametja and  Makoma  Mabilo,  and Music Box created by Dakim Manguza.
·  Mrs Lucas assisted the learners in creating Fallen, a tribute to artists of the past. Grand Mass Noise was performed and choreographed by NSA learners, as was House of Derian under the supervision of Mrs Selepe.  Mr Dube lent a helping hand with the Saturday Special.
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These shows provided the energy and pace associated with an authentic Festival fringe experience. The learners are commended for their commitment, enthusiasm and 
perseverance despite a lack of rehearsal venues and having to tip-toe around FOF organisers to fit in their rehearsals without interfering with the main productions.  Thank you for your hard work, and well done to all involved.
TRADITIONAL FESTIVAL FARE:

Meet the Stars has been a hot favourite on the Festival programme for the last decade. Ms van der Merwe has perfected a keen sense of selecting learners who can excel at the difficult task of interviewing celebrities, guests and seasoned artists from all over the country. Making contact, following up and fitting the celebrities and professionals into slots on the programme, is a daunting task and subject to last minute changes. Thank you for allowing these learners to develop the skills necessary to do great interviews, and at the same time keeping them on the straight and narrow.

Thank you to everyone, including the learners,  involved in Meet and Greet.  On arrival guests are given armbands, information, programmes and flyers to make them feel welcome and to ensure that they embark on the day with clear expectations. A warm greeting and friendly smiles from the Meet and Greet team, even when a number of buses inevitably arrive at the same time, take some doing. Thank you to Miss de Villiers, Mrs Bornman and the RCL for making sure that the initial impression of the The National School of the Arts, is a positive one.
Mrs Ross deserves our heartfelt thanks for arranging, selling and taking charge of bookings and tickets.  Thank you to Mr Natali for expertly rotating the staff to do duty at all the venues, and especially for making sure that nobody gets stuck at one particular venue ad infinitum. Thank you to  Mr van Gent  for his unfailing support and advice, and sincere thanks to all the academic and administrative staff and general assistants who were helpful and positive throughout the Festival as well as during the preceding weeks. It is, as always,  much appreciated. Thank you to the SGB, in particular Mrs Fiona Wallace for her support and direction. Felicity Galagher has been invaluable in terms of her work as Sustainability Officer.  Thank you for the hard work and support you consistently give to the school and festival on many levels.
PROFESSIONALS:  

We are extremely happy to have fused relationships with professional artists since the inception of the Festival over 10 years ago. Sincere thanks to these artists for bringing a special contribution to the Festival in showing our 'about-to-be-famous' students the way true professionals approach and execute their craft. As we know, young people don't always listen very well, but they certainly watch keenly and rarely miss a move when professionals are performing. Thank you so much to the professionals for being excellent role models, displaying the levels of discipline, hard work and dedication essential for achieving and maintaining success in the industry. We are especially grateful to the artists who saw NSA performances and generously took the time to give feedback  to our aspiring performers.
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PROFESSIONAL PERFORMANCES:

Agulhas Theatre Works choreographed by Gladys Agulhas, was extremely touching, and tells the story of a spiritual journey of dance between Gladys and the blind dancer Bernideen April. These artists create a true connection of souls, based on trust and understanding. Amazing!
Beitbridge by Marlon Khoza was a piece of physical theatre, complemented by thought-provoking dialogue aimed at highlighting the tragedy caused by xenophobia through the characters of Miriyamu and her daughter Tapiwa in their quest to survive.

Love @ first Fight by Ashley  Searle and Vanessa Harris explored the hilarious and endless misunderstanding and miscommunication in relationships. Brilliant! 

John Jacobs, who brought The short story of Mime to the National School of the Arts, involved our learners and selflessly spent hours training them to understand the discipline of Mime, and at the same time educating the learners in life skills and the importance of respecting their individual art forms. You were amazing Mr Jacobs!  Vanessa Murchie who was always on time and worked hard in this performance, deserves a special mention.

Lionel Murcot once again organised poetry events, and invited professionals and amateurs on the brink of being published, to recite their work. The NSA learners are enthusiastic about poetry, and showed much interest in the creative and intellectual processes intrinsic to poetry.
Thanks to Simphiwe Mthembu, an award winning performer who brought I Refuse to Dance to the Festival.  It was much appreciated, and enjoyed by all. 

Rob Murray and Liesl Kock brought the extraordinary Kardi_vale to the Festival. The depth and impact of this production was quite extraordinary and generated overwhelming response. Fantastic!  

Kate Liquorish is always controversial and interesting. One Woman One Show explores the realities of the inner workings of showbiz, and the observations were as thought-provoking and challenging as we have come to expect from her work.

Ex NSA learner Shirley Kirchman has been part and parcel of the Festival from the get go, and is always a hot favourite. Catch was entertaining as Shirley's shows consistently are. She keeps on developing as an artist, and is an extremely accomplished comedienne. 

Paper Boy engaged from the start, emphasizing the unexpected ironic dilemmas resulting from what started out as Bobby Jones'  good intentions. This play was indeed hugely entertaining, and non-stop madness from beginning to end.  Salutations to Liam Magner and Grant Jacobs.  

Survival 101 written and directed by Craig Hawks, starring Eloise and Neels Clasen was impressive and generated much discussion amongst students and festival afficionados. 
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The Cage Fighter, brought to this year's festival by another ex-NSA learner, Pieter Botha, portrayed an 18 year old boy's journey through one of the most amazing nights of his life. Pieter and Dianne Simpson also performed in Bittersweet, depicting the trials and tribulations teenagers encounter when facing the adventure of life waiting to happen. Thank you to Pieter who has been contributing so consistently to the Festival over the years. 
The Cats from Under-dog Country, presented by Liam Magner and Ewok, entertained, educated and convinced audiences that Hip-Hop is not only about bling, but about social consciousness, community and poetic skills.  Impressive!  

Sheldon Leal who has been a supporter of the Festival for years, contributed Timeline, celebrating famous songs by endearing and enduring artists. A big thank you to Sheldon and Southdowns College for their contribution to the FOF programme. 

Another musical contribution which introduced a different flavour to the Festival, was The Feel of African Voices with exhilarating sounds of acoustic guitars and jembe drums in Afro Traditional jazz music.

The Man's Man Men by Jefferson Tshabalala which priemiered at the Market Theatre, explored the toils and joys of a love found, displaced or denied.
I Refuse to Dance written and directed by Simphiwe Mthembu which has won a Naledi award, told the story of a young African boy who finds the significance of his being and culture.

Expelled from Life by Felicia Mamarara was an interesting take on the impact of life -changing decisions and a welcome addition to the Festival of Fame.  Let me tell you a Story by Lucabantu, as always, kept the audience laughing, but also reflecting on lessons in life.
Many contributions from community theatres and other organizations added original and ingenious energy to the Festival programme.  Love Bite written and directed by J. Bobs Tshabalala, delivered absorbing views on what men truly feel about domestic abuse. Lunch, directed by Sizwe Mcaka, starring Xolani Dlamini and Siphiwe Phiri provided insight into the realities of how many battle to put food on the table.

Amanda Gifford once again engaged the learners in theatre workshops, using games, inspiration, dreams of the future and life skills to provide motivational and creative space for kids to learn through the art of active imagination:  Live your Dreams.
SPONSORS:
Thanks once again for the support and help we have received  from sponsors over the years. We would like to acknowedge the support we received from Coca-Cola, The Alexander Theatre, the Joburg Theatre, particularly The Fringe and Space.com, Chauvet, BASA, BP, Rand Merchant Bank, Koldproduk, 24 Carrots, iSchool Africa, BMW, Mini Cooper and the NLDTF. Your interest and contributions are sincerely appreciated.






-6-
JOINT PRODUCTION 2012
The next Festival is around the corner! The Specialist Departments are well under way to create a spectacular joint production. Under the direction of Elise van Heerden, and the production team consisting of Tiffany Hocking, Trevor Smith, Anthousa Sotiriadis and Herman Bosman, the 2012 musical has already been conceptualised and promises to be amazing, totally different and absolutely original.  Dance Spectrum will be on the 2012 programme as a separate event as it had been the case in the past, and it will, as always, be a  definite 'must see' on the Festival Programme. 

As you are reading this magazine, there are approximately three months left before the first day of the 11the Festival of Fame!  Best wishes to all concerned as we embark on yet another challenge to showcase the depth and diversity of the Staff and learners of The National School of the Arts.
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