THE FESTIVAL OF FAME - 2010
This year saw the ninth year of the Festival's existence, and once again we feel that we have worked hard to contribute to ensuring a viable future for the arts in South Africa.  We believe in a two-pronged approach, which will ensure on the one hand that our young aspirant NSA performers are given the opportunities to showcase their talents, to experience the very taxing process of creating, rehearsing and committing to the hard work that goes into producing outstanding work. On the other hand we believe that there is a need to educate the youth in Gauteng to become the audiences of the future, and to become inspired by the standards delivered by our own homegrown dancers, musicians, artists and actors.

The Festival of Fame embarked on its ninth year with some specific objectives in mind:


· To develop the skills and talents of our learners in their specialist fields

· To ensure that our learners do not perform to empty seats and that auditoriums have as close to capacity audiences as possible

· To expose young South Africans to live performances in professional venues, at an affordable and/or subsidized price. Many of these learners have not had the opportunity to set foot in a theatre before.
· Providing marketing and publicity not only for FOF, but also for the National School of the Arts
· Participation by professionals, at a fraction of their normal fees, provides insight into the work ethic and discipline required in delivering and maintaining professional performances

· Providing opportunity to assess learners during the Festival in line with the syllabi and portfolio work in the Specialist Fields

· To establish the FOF as an annual, uniting event for learners and staff alike that will be instrumental in developing excitement and energy for the NSA as a performing arts school.

As in previous years, the 2010 programme endeavoured to involve a mix of professional and semi-professional productions (community based) as well as school productions over a period of six exhilarating days.

This year, the NSA Joint Production was Sarafina!  Bongeni Ngema’s musical was an inspirational experience, directed by Kebu Mwale, assisted by Andile Stali. The cast was delighted to accept an invitation to perform at the opening of the World Cup at the final performance of this musical.
Classical Ballet presented Dance Spectrum, a brilliant medley choreographed by Manuel Nomambueana and Lauren Jones. The programme included a Flamenco number, choreographed by Gillian Bonegio, accompanied by guitarist, Raul Bonegio and brilliantly performed by the NSA dancers.
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Our learners have to be thanked for their level of constructive involvement not only on stage, but also backstage. The experience and commitment shown by these learners is paramount to duty above oneself. I refer to the NSA interviewers who contacted and conducted Meet the Stars, learners who assisted staff with the arrival of busses as the Meet and Greet team, and all the learners who constantly presented themselves at the FOF office for odd jobs, and to fetch and carry props etc. Fortunately the learners are provided with a form which can be formally stamped to acknowledge their efforts.
NSA learners who wrote and directed productions, like Lereko Mfono, Narrative Dreams and Letoya Kock’s I don’t know must be commended. These learners had teams of learners assisting backstage, and had to exercise control and discipline without always having the luxury of a staff member constantly overseeing. The Saturday Social, performed and organized by the learners, provided much entertainment in the form of a vibrant, out of the box fashion show by NSA designers and models.
Over the last 9 years the organizers have developed a keen understanding of the selection of appropriate productions. The NSA learners and the FOF guests are more than prepared to give pointers and suggestions to the Festival team, and these are always well received. A guest list of professionals who value the Festival has been built up over the years, and their presence is always appreciated. We are very happy to be associated with performers like Kate Liquorish, Rob van Vuuren, Andrew Buckland, Richard Antrobus, Ashley Searle, Shirley Kirchman, Jenine Collecott, Daniel Buckland, Nkosinathi Gaar, Pieter Botha and Zue Mcaka.

The NSA hosts over 1,500 learners per day over the week of the FOF, under the supervision of a security company that has been doing an outstanding job for almost a decade. Needless to say, these officers know our own learners and our regular visitors very well, and have seen them grow up.

The school is very busy planning the 10th Festival. It promises to be a milestone, and the staff and learners alike have incredible, innovative ideas, which will make the 2011 Festival, a festival to remember.
